 

Bettendorf girl skates her way to Junior Nationals
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	Anya Cockerell, 9, of Bettendorf, and Mark Krutzfield, 15, of Iowa City, have skated together in just three competitions, but they already are headed to the "big time." 

 

From Dec. 8-13, they will participate in the 2009 U.S. Junior Figure Skating Championships at the Olympic Center in Lake Placid, N.Y. Their second-place Midwest Sectional finish in Sugar Land, Texas, on Nov. 14 earned them a spot to U.S. Figure Skatings most elite competition for juvenile- and intermediate-level skaters.

 

The Bettendorf fourth-grader started skating with the Iowa City sophomore less than a year ago, and they didnt enter any competitions together until July. With first-place wins at Skate Detroit and the Indy Challenge, they felt confident going into the more competitive sectional contest.

"

Anya and Mark have really solid jumps and good lifting and throw skills," said Elena Kvitchenko Cockerell, Anyas mother and one of the pairs coaches. "Anyas young and fearless."

 

Mark and Anya practice together about four hours per week between the Quad City Sports Center and ice rinks in Cedar Rapids and Iowa City. Both are members of the Figure Skating Club of the Quad Cities, but Marks primary figure skating affiliation is with the Eastern Iowa Figure Skating Club based in Cedar Rapids. Both practice even more hours on their individual skills.

 

"As skaters move up to higher levels, their time practicing as a pair increases," said Elena.

"Pairs skating is pretty different," said Mark, "but thanks to all the coaches we've really come a long way in a short time. I was pretty nervous at Mids (Midwest Sectionals), but we skated well. Our lutz lift was really good."

 

Anya and Mark are coached in the Quad-Cities by Anyas mom, a World Universaide Pairs champion and former USSR World Team member, along with Eugene Heffron, a 1968 Olympian and coach of 2006 Olympian Matt Savoie. Nataliya Petcherskaia teaches ballet adapted for figure skaters to young Anya; she also coached Elena back in the Soviet Union.

 

When Anya and Mark travel to Cedar Rapids and Iowa City rinks, they are coached by 2006 U.S. Junior Pairs champion and 2006 World Junior silver medalist Andy Seitz, along with former U.S. National Novice champion and former international competitor Tanya Street-Burgess. Quad-Citians might recognize Bettendorf native Seitz from the time he was paired with sister Lindsey and coached by Elena in the national and international pairs circuit. Andys highest pairs achievements were two years ago with partner Kendra Moyle. Last year he retired from competitive skating and now is attending University of Iowa and coaching. Seitz has a second pairs team from Cedar Rapids going to the U.S. Figure Skating Nationals at the novice level.

"

We all work together as a team to develop better figure skaters for the entire area," said Elena. She said one of the most critical pieces of the support network is Anyas stepfather, Jay Olson, who takes Anya to the distant practices each week while Elena stays behind in the Quad-Cities to coach her other students. "The commitment of families and friends is so important to helping skaters achieve their goals," said Elena.

 

Cockerell and Krutzfield skate to "Oklahoma" for their free skate program.

 

Marks parents are Randy and Nancy Krutzfield of Iowa City. Anyas parents are Elena and Jay Olson of Bettendorf and Mark Cockerell of Los Angeles. Anyas father was a U.S. Olympic mens figure skater in 1984.


