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2008 Nonqualifying
Competition
TECHNICAL ANNOUNCEMENT

1.  GENERAL
The 2008 U.S. Figure Skating Qualifying Competition Season consists of a total of 14 events including, 12 qualifying events (9 Regional Championships, 3 Sectional Championships), the 2008 U.S. Junior Championships (Juvenile & Intermediate) and the 2008 State Farm U.S. Figure Skating Championships (Novice, Junior & Senior). All 14 events are sanctioned by U.S. Figure Skating and conducted according to the most current U.S. Figure Skating rulebook, 2007 edition, with changes and clarifications as posted on the USFS website and this announcement. Compliance with these rules as updated or amended is the responsibility of the participants. U.S. Figure Skating reserves the right to incorporate revisions to the International Judging System (IJS) made by the ISU for junior and senior events and by U.S. Figure Skating to novice events and below.
The Qualifying and National Championship Competitions are only open to competitors who are current members of U.S. Figure Skating and who meet the eligibility requirements according to U.S. Figure Skating Rule 3035, all age and test requirements pertaining to the event you are entering, and the citizen and residency requirements as stated in Rule 3065.

Non-U.S. Citizens who have already received a letter of permission from the Chair of the Competitions Committee and were accepted to compete in the U.S. Figure Skating qualifying system are eligible to register. All other non-US citizens seeking eligibility must meet the requirements set forth in Rule 3065.

Any coach being credentialed at a U.S. Figure Skating competition is required to be a current member in good standing of both U.S. Figure Skating and the Professional Skaters Association (PSA).
2.  REGISTRATION

NONQUALIYFING EVENTS

PRE-JUVENILE FREE SKATE:  Open to competitors who have not reached age 13 by September 1, 2007 and who have passed the U.S. Figure skating pre-juvenile free skating test and not higher by September 1, 2007.  

OPEN PRE-JUVENILE FREE SKATE:  Open to competitors who are 13 years of age or older by September 1, 2007, and who have passed the U.S. Figure Skating pre-juvenile free skating test and not higher by September 1, 2007.  

OPEN JUVENILE FREE SKATE:  Open to competitors who are 13 years of age or older by September 1, 2007, and who have passed the U.S. Figure Skating juvenile free skating test and not higher by September 1, 2007. 

Skaters may NOT test up after entry deadline and prior to the regional competition.

NOTE:  If the number of Qualifying Competition entries is higher than anticipated it may require cancellation of a Nonqualifying event(s).

RULES

This competition is a U.S. Figure Skating sanctioned, nonqualifying event, and will be conducted under the 2007 edition of the official U.S. Figure Skating Rulebook and the announcement. This competition is open to members in good standing of U.S, Figure Skating.

DISCLAIMER
The Eastern Iowa Figure Skating Club, U.S. Figure Skating, and the Cedar Rapids Ice Arena being utilized for these events accept no responsibility for injury or damage sustained by any participant in these championships.
ENTRIES
Paper entries - Any entry not postmarked on or before the deadline date and in the prescribed manner will not be permitted to compete.  One entry form should be used for all events entered.  

MALING ADDRESS FOR ENTRY FORMS

Tammie Hoover

432 Claudette Lane NE

Cedar Rapids, IA  52402
THE ACCEPTANCE OF YOUR ENTRY IS BASED ON EVIDENCE THAT THE ENTRY WAS SUBMITTED ON OR BEFORE THE DEADLINE, PLEASE FOLLOW THE PROCEDURE AS LISTED BELOW FOR ENTRIES:

a. A postage meter will not be considered acceptable proof of mailing date.

b. A faxed entry is not acceptable.

c. Entry forms may be submitted by any method that provides evidence that the entry was submitted on or before the September 1, 2007 deadline. If using the Postal Service, mail the entry from a post office desk. For your protection, ask for a receipt, which will show the date, post office and amount of postage. Keep your proof of mailing.  Do not put it in a mailbox.  Confirm that the mark is correct and legible. You are responsible for the postmark. Late entries will not be accepted.  Entry fees are refundable only if withdrawal of an entry is made before the close of entries September 1st.

d. Do not use a form of mail that requires a signature for delivery.  If you are concerned about receipt of your entry, enclose a self addressed and stamped post card that will identify receipt to you.  We will mail the post card upon receipt of your entry to you.

DEADLINES

The entry postmark deadline for the 2008 UGL Regional Nonqualifying Competition is Sept. 1, 2007. NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE! NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THIS DEADLINE!
Age requirements must be met by Sept.1, 2007.

Test requirements must also be met by Sept. 1, 2007. Provisional entries based on passing a test after the closing date of entries will not be accepted. Please refer to USFS Rules 3107, 3108 and 3109 for further testing information and guidelines. 
ENTRY FEES - Entry Fees must accompany your entry form or the entry will be determined late.  Please make all checks or money orders payable to Eastern Iowa Figure Skating Club. No credit cards can be accepted for the nonqualifying event. Do not send nonqualifying entry and fees to the U.S. Figure Skating.  
Entry fees are as follows:

$130 – Singles Events: Pre-juvenile, Open pre-juvenile, Open juvenile (boys & girls)  

Note:  Cancelled checks or returned checks for any banking reason will be charged an additional $30.00 fee per check. All further payments must then be made by money order. Skaters will not be allowed to practice or compete until all outstanding debt is resolved.
No Refunds for any reason. NO EXCEPTIONS. In the event that an event is cancelled, the entry fee will be refunded for that particular event.
Once entered, all withdraws are considered final. A skater may not reenter even if the withdraw occurs prior to the entry deadline on Sept. 1, 2007.

TECHNICAL DETAILS
CONDUCT OF EVENTS

All non qualifying events at 2008 Upper Great Lakes Regional Non Qualifying Competition will be conducted under the 6.0 judging system.
AGE and TEST QUALIFICATIONS

All age and test requirements can be found in the U.S. Figure Skating Rulebook starting with USFS Rule 3640 (senior singles) and on the U.S. Figure Skating website at www.usfigureskating.org/New_Judging.asp?id=311. 
TECHNICAL ELEMENTS

The well-balanced program charts for all levels and disciplines are posted on the U.S. Figure Skating website at www.usfigureskating.org/New_Judging.asp?id=311. As referenced earlier in this announcement, U.S. Figure Skating will incorporate all changes made by the ISU in regards to well-balanced programs. Please refer to this website often for continuous updates.
MUSIC
CDs are the only acceptable forms of media. Cassettes will NOT be accepted. CDs must be clearly marked with name, event entered and the music length. Each CD must have only ONE (1) track on it.  In the case of short and long programs, two (2) separate disks must be used. Any disc with more than one (1) track will NOT be accepted! Lead in time (time before the music begins) on CDs may not exceed two (2) seconds. Each CD must be in a standard hard sided "jewel case" or CD sleeve, also labeled with the skater's name and event. Jewel cases and CDs that are not properly identified will NOT be accepted. Due to compatibility and reliability reasons music may NOT be submitted on re-recordable "CD-RW" discs.  

Competition music must be turned in at the registration desk at the time of registration and will be available for pick up at the registration desk at the conclusion of the event. At the regional championships, competitors will not receive their credentials at registration until they turn in their music. CDs will not be mailed back to competitors.

All competitors must have at least one (1) additional copy (CD) rinkside at practice sessions as well as rinkside during the actual competition event. The local organizing committee will accept no responsibility for damage or loss of CDs.
Official Bulletin Board
The official bulletin board will contain any announcements or changes and it is the responsibility of the participants to check it often for official notices. Please refer to the local portion of the announcement for further information regarding the bulletin board.

Insurance/Liability

U.S. Figure Skating, the host club(s) and/or interclub association, the organizing committee, and the ice arenas being utilized for these events accept no responsibility for injury or damage sustained by any participant in these championships (USFS Rule 3222).

Coaches Requirements

All coaches requesting credentials at a regional championship, sectional championship, the U.S. Championships, the U.S. Junior Championships, the U.S. Collegiate Championships, adult sectional championships, U.S. Adult Championships, synchronized sectional championships or the U.S. Synchronized Team Skating Championships must be current registered members in good standing of U.S. Figure Skating AND the Professional Skaters Association (PSA). Membership forms for the PSA can be obtained on the PSA web site at www.skatepsa.org . Membership forms for U.S. Figure Skating can be obtained through any member club or on the U.S. Figure Skating web site at www.usfigureskating.org. 
Official Announcements
The Official Bulletin Board will be maintained at the Cedar Rapids Ice Arena. The Official Schedule of Events will be posted on the Official Bulletin Board and will supersede all other schedules. It is the responsibility of each competitor to check the Official Bulletin Board for all official information. The skating orders will be posted at the start of the first official practice for the competition. 
Registration
Due to the short preparation time available, ALL confirmation times and event notifications will be done by email and website posting. NO “regular” mail (USPS) will be used. See www.eifsc.org for all information.  The official registration desk, located on the Lower Level Lobby, will be open on Monday October 8, 2007 and will remain open throughout the championships at the Cedar Rapids Ice Arena. Competitors must register promptly upon arrival and will receive their registration packets at that time. The Cedar Rapids Ice Arena office can not answer your questions about anything concerning a competition. 
Practice Ice
Practice ice will begin on Monday, Oct. 8, 2007. Practice ice will be available on the competition

surfaces (Olympic and NHL rinks) at the Cedar Rapids Ice Arena. The Coral Ridge Ice Arena

rink, at the Coral Ridge Mall facility (20 minutes from Cedar Rapids), will be used strictly for

general practice sessions. Pre-purchase of “qualifying round-QR” practice ice sessions will be online only at www.eifsc.org.

Practice Ice Instructions
There are two types of practice ice: 1) Program Ice - free skate sessions with music, 2) General Practice Ice - no music. Ice will be available on Olympic and NHL rinks at the Cedar Rapids Ice Arena and also at Coral Ridge Mall.

We will be selling ice on the competition surfaces at Cedar Rapids Ice Arena on Monday and

Tuesday so that competitors will have an opportunity to skate on the sheet of ice on which they

will be competing (we can only guarantee ice time on your competition sheet on Monday and

Tuesday). Limited practice ice will be available at Cedar Rapids Ice Arena once the competition

begins on Wednesday. We will schedule other practice ice at Cedar Rapids Ice Arena as the

competition schedule permits. For levels with qualifying rounds, “championship initial round-

CIR” and “championship final round-CFR” practice ice will be sold at the Practice Ice desk after

the final results (“QR” and “CIR” rounds) have been posted for each event. Additional practice

ice will be available at the Coral Ridge Mall throughout the competition. All additional practice

ice must be purchased at the official Practice Ice Desk upon arrival and throughout the

competition. You may not buy ice for more than one skater at a time if there is a line at the

practice ice desk. All practice sessions are 30 minutes. Cost is $20 per 30-minute practice ice

session per skater and $15 per 15-minute warm up session. Practice ice fees are nonrefundable

and nontransferable.

Competitors may purchase one Program Ice session per day for each event entered and may request up to three General Practice Ice sessions. If your event has a qualifying round, please purchase practice ice only up to the time of your qualifying round. We will not refund unused ice time nor will we consider any special requests for ice time.

Please fill in all of the requested information on the On-Line Practice Ice Form at www.eifsc.org

If an event is scheduled earlier than you expected and you requested sessions that are not

compatible with the competition schedule, we will adjust your request accordingly. Please wait to

pay for your ice unitl you receive your practice ice invoice, which will be emailed to you. After

you submit your form you will receive an automated response acknowledging the request, then

approximately 24 hours later you will receive an email from EIFSC acknowledging your ice

request, and finally later in September you will receive an email with an invoice and your practice

ice schedule. Your payment for your practice ice will be due on Oct. 1, 2007 and is required to

secure your scheduled sessions. No on-line requests will be accepted after Sept.1. If you send

multiple Practice Ice request forms prior to Sept.1, only the last submission will be considered,

and all previous requests will be invalid.

All skaters will be required to present their practice ice tickets and show credentials to the ice

monitors before skating on a practice ice sessions. Skaters are required to check in at the practice

ice desk to pick up their practice ice tickets prior to attending a practice session. Skaters must

bring their music to any program ice sessions for which they are scheduled.

Competitors will be able to pre-purchase practice ice sessions using the online form only located

at www.eifsc.org. All practice ice requests are scheduled and confirmed on a first come, first

served basis. The deadline for practice ice requests is Sept. 1, 2007. No on-line requests will be

accepted after Sept. 1.

When scheduling the practice ice, your competition schedule, arrival day and specific practice ice

request form will be taken as input for scheduling purposes. You will be notified of your practice

ice schedule by email only. After the initial practice ice is scheduled, we will be posting a

schedule of additional practice ice for purchase on www.eifsc.org. Additional practice ice may be

purchased only at the practice ice desk starting on Monday, October 8th.

Practice ice payment instructions will be included with the practice ice invoice sent in late

September. Please do not mail your practice ice payments to U.S. Figure Skating (nonpayment will prevent us from scheduling your practice ice sessions).
Awards
Award medals will be presented to the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th place winners in each final round event. All winners should appear dressed in their competitive costumes with skates for the award ceremony which will be held in the 1st floor lobby. 

Admissions
The 2008 Upper Great Lakes Regional Championships will be open to the public and event tickets will be available in advance or at the door. Single day tickets will be $10.00 and a full week pass will be $40. Competitor, chaperone and coach credentials will serve as admission to the events. All other tickets must be purchased in advance or will be available at the door. Advanced purchased tickets will be held at the ticket office under the Ticket Holder’s name for pick up at the “will call” booth and will not be mailed to the requestor in advance. Consider becoming a Patron Sponsor if you wish to contribute. See www.eifsc.org for more information. 
Competitors’ Party
Due to low response and attendance at past UGL Regional competitions, there will not be a competitor’s party.

Souvenir Program and Pin
The 2008 Upper Great Lakes Regional Championships LOC will have both programs and trading pins available for purchase at the event. 

Videos and Photos
The videographer for this competition will be Straw Productions.

All U.S. Figure Skating Championship Competitions (including regionals, sectionals, U.S. Junior Championships, and U.S. Championships) will be professionally videotaped and photographed. Videotaping of the competition in any form is not permitted. Photographs are permitted for personal use only, but for the safety of the skaters, no flash photography is allowed. Any resale of photography is strictly prohibited. Thank you for your compliance with these policies.
Facilities and Logistics
Important Note: Cedar Rapids, IA is in the Central Time Zone

Competition and Practice Arenas
The competition will be held at the Cedar Rapids Ice Arena , located on the southwest side of the city, at 1100 Rockford Road SW, Cedar Rapids, IA  52404  Phone: 319-398-0100. Some additional practice ice may be held at the Coral Ridge Ice Arena. The Coral Ridge Ice Arena is located in the Coral Ridge Mall next to the food-court. 1451 Coral Ridge Ave. Coralville, IA 52241  Phone: 319-354-7870. 

Built in 2000, the Cedar Rapids Ice Arena houses two rinks under one roof. We will have full use of all ice surfaces. The Olympic Rink is 200 x 100 feet with rounded corners and seating for 350; the NHL Rink is 200 x 85 feet with rounded corners and seating for 3850. Competition will be held on Olympic rink. The Cedar Rapids Ice Arena has 12 locker rooms, a concession stand, meeting rooms, ample floor space with tables, over 3000 parking spaces, televisions and a video game area.

Transportation Security Administration (TSA)
The TSA of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security has very strict screening guidelines for transporting sports equipment. It prohibits certain sporting equipment from being brought on-board an aircraft, including equipment determined at the discretion of the security screener to be dangerous, which may include ice skates. While these items may be PROHIBITED from your carry-on luggage, they may be transported to your destination in your checked baggage. Any sharp objects in checked baggage should be sheathed or securely wrapped to prevent injury to baggage handlers and security screeners and/or damage to other luggage. 

Please reference the website below for an outline of items that are permitted and prohibited in your carry​on and/or checked baggage. (www.tsa.gov) 
Local Transportation
Cedar Rapids is not a big congested city. The furthest hotels from the rink are 9 miles through town and are conveniently located to I-380. It is a 15 to 20 minute drive depending on traffic.

Housing
Upper Great Lakes Regionals Official Hotel is the CROWNE PLAZA FIVE SEASONS HOTEL with 275 guest rooms and is within a 10 minute drive to the Cedar Rapids Ice Arena. Blocks of rooms have been reserved. Competitors are responsible for making their own room reservations. To reserve rooms at the discounted price, please mention, “Eastern Iowa Figure Skating — Upper Great Lakes Regional.” All blocks will be released by September 10, 2007 please make your reservations early. 

Silent Auction
A silent auction of skating-related memorabilia, clothing, books and other items will be held Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the competition. If you have anything you wish to donate to the auction please let us know ahead of time if you can, and/or bring it to the table on Wednesday October 11. We will have rolling close outs.

Patron Sponsorship
You have the opportunity to become a patron sponsor for the 2008 Upper Great Lakes Regional Championships. For a minimum Patron Sponsorship of $25, you will receive your name on a special page in the program. We appreciate each and every contributor. See UGL Sponsorship Form for more details.

Corporate or Small Business Sponsorship
If your company, small business, or figure skating club would like to sponsor the 2008 Upper Great Lakes Regional Championships with in-kind or monetary donations as well, See UGL Sponsorship Form for more details.

Program Advertising
If your company, small business, or figure skating club would like to advertise in the 2008 Upper Great Lakes Regional Championships Program, please complete the advertising form and submit it to the Eastern Iowa FSC by August 15, 2007. See UGL Advertising Form for more details.

Contact Information
Further questions regarding the 2008 Upper Great Lakes Regional Championships can be answered by contacting: 

Dawn Gifford

UGL, LOC Chair
2008UGL@eifsc.org
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